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She traces his musical roots, piano studies, repertoire, and concert career through his
correspondence with family and friends and his own and his contemporaries' memoirs, using
material never before available in English. This biographical narrative is interwoven with
analyses of Shoshtakovich's piano and chamber works, demonstrating how he interpreted his
own music. For the first time, Shoshtakovich's own recordings are used as primary sources to
discover what made his playing unique and to dispel commonly held myths about his style of
interpretation. His recorded performances are analysed in detail, specifically his tempos,
phrasing, dynamics, pedal, and tonal production. Some unpublished variants of musical texts
are included and examples of his interpretations are provided and compared to various editions
of his published scores.
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RUSSIAN MARK, “Not quite what we expected.. Make no mistake == this is a fine book. But it's
about Shostakovich's history, with a particular emphasis on his appearances as a pianist. What I
felt was missing was criticism and analysis of the piano works themselves. There should have
been much more, for example, about the Sonata No. in B Minor. Why most of the great Soviet
pianists -- with the notable exceptions of Gilels and Yudina -- shied away from it, and what the
composer was after in this unremittingly grim (to my ears) and great work. There should also
have been much more about the 24 Preludes and Fugues: how, for example, they comprise a
cycle with a beginning, middle and end. It's nevertheless a fine biography of the man who may
have been the last of the great pianist/composers and ought to be read by anyone interested in
him.”

The book by Sofia Moshevich has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 1 people have provided feedback.
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